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indispensable to modern tyranny. Now law, accountancy and economics stand to be transformed as the public trace the
connections.

M

any anti poverty campaigners
have already made the connection
between tax justice and human
rights, but the business community and the
general public are only now starting to catch
up. Governments all over the world are

Magdalena Sepúlveda has been investigating
such circumstances it is becoming increasingly
alleviating poverty in her capacity as the
good on their stated commitment to universal

democracies cannot moonlight as tax havens.
corporations dodge taxes in the countries in
which they operate, and wealthy individuals
government commitments to alleviating
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access to social services that could protect
them. Governments in the countries where

“States have obligations to counter tax abuses and businesses
have a responsibility to avoid tax planning that harms human
rights.”

go a long way to alleviating poverty and
helping governments to meet human rights

rights have been harmed by severe austerity

have “spread the rot to other nations by
inducing a race to the bottom.”
Eleanor Roosevelt, one of the architects of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
photographed at the United Nations in 1947.
to alleviate poverty, “realising human rights is
rendered meaningless.” Whether revenue is

October last year. International human rights

the report was that government action that
international human rights obligations.

measures, she argues that states that do

obligations to counter tax abuses and
businesses have a responsibility to avoid tax

are not meeting their obligations to realise
economic, social and cultural rights.

balance their obligation to their clients with

Adrienne Margolis is founder and editor of
Lawyers for Better Business (www.L4BB.org) a
website and global network to keep lawyers one
step ahead of developments in business and
human rights. She is a director of Tax Justice
Research.

on society.

“Responsible democracies cannot moonlight as tax havens.”
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