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EVI�HYI�XS�X[S�JEGXSVW��XLI�per capita gross 
HSQIWXMG�TVSHYGXW�SJ�TSSV�GSYRXVMIW�EVI�
much smaller; and they also raise a much 
WQEPPIV�TVSTSVXMSR�SJ�XLIMV�+(4W�EW�
KSZIVRQIRX�VIZIRYIW��X]TMGEPP]�YRHIV���	�EW�
GSQTEVIH�XS�ER�3)'(�EZIVEKI�SJ�[IPP�SZIV�
��	�

-X�MW�HMJ½GYPX�JSV�TSSV�GSYRXV]�KSZIVRQIRXW�
XS�VEMWI�MRGSQI�SV�GSRWYQTXMSR�XE\IW�JVSQ�
XLI�TSSV�QENSVMX]�SJ�XLIMV�TSTYPEXMSR�°�
such taxes are unpopular, costly to collect 
ERH�EKKVEZEXI�XLI�ZIV]�LYQER�VMKLXW�HI½GMXW�
XLI]�EVI�WYTTSWIH�XS�EPPIZMEXI��&YX�WYGL�
KSZIVRQIRXW�EPWS�IRGSYRXIV�HMJ½GYPXMIW�MR�
imposing taxes on those who could pay. 
8LVSYKL�WSTLMWXMGEXIH�IJJSVXW��[IEPXL]�
GMXM^IRW�SJ�XLIWI�GSYRXVMIW��ERH�GSVTSVEXMSRW�
operating within them, escape taxation to 
ER�I\XIRX�XLEX�[SYPH�FI�YRXLMROEFPI�MR�ER�
EJ¾YIRX�GSYRXV]�[MXL�TSPMXMGEP�GPSYX�ERH�E�
LMKLP]�WSTLMWXMGEXIH�ERH�[IPP�JYRHIH�XE\�
EHQMRMWXVEXMSR��&SWXSR�'SRWYPXMRK�+VSYT�
IWXMQEXIW�XLEX�����	�SJ�EPP�TVMZEXI�½RERGMEP�
[IEPXL�S[RIH�F]�TISTPI�MR�%JVMGE�ERH�XLI�
1MHHPI�)EWX�ERH�����	�SJ�WYGL�[IEPXL�S[RIH�

8LI�QSWX�[MHIP]�YRHIVJYP½PPIH�LYQER�
VMKLXW��F]�JEV��EVI�WSGMEP�ERH�IGSRSQMG�SRIW��
WYGL�EW�XLI�VMKLX�XS�E�WXERHEVH�SJ�PMZMRK�
XLEX�MW�EHIUYEXI�JSV�XLI�LIEPXL�ERH�[IPP�
FIMRK�SJ�SRIWIPJ�ERH�SRI Ẃ�JEQMP]��MRGPYHMRK�
JSSH��GPSXLMRK��LSYWMRK�ERH�QIHMGEP�GEVI�
and necessary social services, and the right 
XS�WIGYVMX]�MR�XLI�IZIRX�SJ�YRIQTPS]QIRX��
WMGORIWW��HMWEFMPMX]��[MHS[LSSH��SPH�EKI�SV�
SXLIV�PEGO�SJ�PMZIPMLSSH�MR�GMVGYQWXERGIW�
FI]SRH�SRI Ẃ�GSRXVSP���%FSYX�LEPJ�SJ�EPP�
LYQER�FIMRKW�WYJJIV�WIVMSYW�HITVMZEXMSRW�
SJ�SRI�WYGL�OMRH�SV�ERSXLIV�ERH�LEZI�RS�
access to the necessary social services that 
would protect them. 

8LI�½VWX�PMRI�VIWTSRWMFMPMX]�JSV�XLIWI�
YRJYP½PPIH�LYQER�VMKLXW�PMIW�[MXL�XLI�
KSZIVRQIRXW�SJ�XLI�GSYRXVMIW�MR�[LMGL�XLI�
TSSVIV�LEPJ�PMZI��&YX�XLIWI�KSZIVRQIRXW�
are also poor. While the industrialized 
WXEXIW�LEZI�ERRYEP�VIZIRYIW�MR�XLI�SVHIV�SJ�
��������XS���������TIV�TIVWSR��-RHME�LEW�
ERRYEP�VIZIRYIW�SJ�FEVIP]������TIV�TIVWSR�
and many other governments are poorer 
WXMPP��8LIWI�PEVKI�MRXIVREXMSREP�HMWGVITERGMIW�
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F]�0EXMR�%QIVMGERW�°�WSQI������XVMPPMSR�
°�MW�OITX�EFVSEH��[LMPI�XLI�EREPSKSYW�
IWXMQEXIW�JSV�2SVXL�%QIVMGE�ERH�)YVSTI�EVI�
���	�ERH����	��VIWTIGXMZIP]���8S�VEMWI�XE\IW�
on the income and capital gains produced 
by this wealth, poor countries must largely 
VIP]�SR�XLI�LSRIWX]�SJ�XLIMV�XE\TE]IVW�EW�
XLI]�PEGO�EGGIWW�XS�MRJSVQEXMSR�EFSYX�XLIMV�
GMXM^IRW´�SZIVWIEW�LSPHMRKW��

8VERWREXMSREP�GSVTSVEXMSRW��82'W�EPWS�
massively escape taxation, typically by 
creating additional subsidiaries in tax havens 
ERH�XLIR�MRWXVYGXMRK�XLIMV�TSSV�GSYRXV]�
WYFWMHMEVMIW�XS�GSRXVEGX�[MXL�XLIMV�XE\�LEZIR�
WYFWMHMEVMIW�MRXS�QSRI]�PSWMRK�EVVERKIQIRXW�
MRZSPZMRK�XVEHI�QMWMRZSMGMRK��EFYWMZI�XVERWJIV�
TVMGIW�EW�[IPP�EW�MR¾EXIH�GSRWYPXMRK�ERH�
XVEHIQEVO�JIIW���8LIWI�EVVERKIQIRXW�
HMQMRMWL�XLI�XE\IH�TVS½XW�SJ�XLI�TSSV�
country subsidiaries while increasing the 
YRXE\IH�TVS½XW�SJ�XLI�XE\�LEZIR�WYFWMHMEVMIW��
+PSFEP�*MRERGMEP�-RXIKVMX]�IWXMQEXIW�XLEX�
GSVTSVEXI�XE\�EFYWI�EGGSYRXW�JSV���	�SJ�EPP�
MPPMGMX�½RERGMEP�SYX¾S[W�JVSQ�PIWW�HIZIPSTIH�
GSYRXVMIW��SV�EFSYX������XVMPPMSR�HYVMRK�XLI�

Article 25 of the Universal Declaration “Eve-
ryone has the right to a standard of living ad-
equate for the health and well-being of himself 
and of his family, including food, clothing, housing 
and medical care and necessary social services, 
and the right to security in the event of unem-
ployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old 
age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances 
beyond his control ... Motherhood and childhood 
are entitled to special care and assistance. All 
children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall 
enjoy the same social protection.” 

����¯���TIVMSH�ERH������FMPPMSR�MR������
alone.���8LMW�MW�½ZI�SV�WM\�XMQIW�XLI�WYQ�
XSXEP�SJ�EPP�SJ½GMEP�HIZIPSTQIRX�EWWMWXERGI�
¾S[MRK�MRXS�XLIWI�GSYRXVMIW�HYVMRK�XLI�
same periods.��'LVMWXMER�%MH�GEPGYPEXIW�XLEX��
XLVSYKL�XLIWI�TVS½X��ERH�XE\�HMQMRMWLMRK�
GETMXEP�SYX¾S[W��KSZIVRQIRXW�SJ�PIWW�
developed countries have lost tax revenues 
MR�XLI�SVHIV�SJ������FMPPMSR�ERRYEPP]�°�



FIRST QUARTER 2014  VOLUME 9 ISSUE 2 TAX JUSTICE FOCUS

8

SV�EFSYX������XVMPPMSR�JSV�XLI�1MPPIRRMYQ�
(IZIPSTQIRX�+SEPW�TIVMSH������¯������
±-J�XLEX�QSRI]�[EW�EZEMPEFPI�XS�EPPSGEXI�
according to current spending patterns, the 
amount going into health services could save 
XLI�PMZIW�SJ���������GLMPHVIR�YRHIV�XLI�EKI�
SJ�½ZI�IZIV]�]IEV�²� 

*SYV�KVSYTW�SJ�EKIRXW�FIEV�VIWTSRWMFMPMX]�
JSV�XLI�LYQER�VMKLXW�HI½GMX�XLEX�VIWYPXW�
JVSQ�TSSV�GSYRXVMIW´�MREFMPMX]�JYPP]�XS�
GSPPIGX�VIEWSREFPI�XE\IW��*MVWX��XLI�WIGVIG]�
jurisdictions and tax haven countries 
�MRGPYHMRK�7[MX^IVPERH��-VIPERH��XLI�9/�
ERH�XLI�97�[LMGL�WXVYGXYVI�XLIMV�XE\�
and legal systems so as to encourage 
XE\�EFYWI�ERH�EPWS�X]TMGEPP]�TVSXIGX�FERO�
WIGVIG]�EKEMRWX�XLI�XE\�EYXLSVMXMIW�SJ�PIWW�
developed countries. Second, the individuals 
and corporations that erode the tax base 
SJ�TSSV�GSYRXVMIW�F]�YWMRK�XE\�LEZIRW�XS�
LMHI�XLIMV�[IEPXL�ERH�TVS½XW��8LMVH��XLI�
FEROIVW��PE[]IVW��EGGSYRXERXW�ERH�PSFF]MWXW�
who devise, implement and “legalize” these 
WGLIQIW��*SYVXL��TS[IVJYP�VMGL�GSYRXV]�
KSZIVRQIRXW�[LMGL�JEGMPMXEXI�XLI�XE\�HSHKMRK�
SJ�XLIMV�82'W�EFVSEH��and get tax havens to 
GSSTIVEXI�[MXL�XLIMV�S[R�XE\�IRJSVGIQIRX�
IJJSVXW�[MXLSYX�IRWYVMRK�XLEX�TSSV�GSYRXV]�
governments receive similar cooperation.�    

8LI�OI]�XS�VIHYGMRK�XLI�XE\�KET�ERH�
GSRWIUYIRX�LYQER�VMKLXW�HI½GMX�MR�XLI�TSSV�

GSYRXVMIW�MW�KPSFEP�½RERGMEP�XVERWTEVIRG]��XLI�
EFSPMXMSR�SJ�WLIPP�GSQTERMIW�ERH�ERSR]QSYW�
EGGSYRXW��EYXSQEXMG�I\GLERKI�SJ�XE\�
MRJSVQEXMSR�[SVPH[MHI��ERH�XLI�VIUYMVIQIRX�
that, in their audited annual reports and tax 
VIXYVRW��82'W�VITSVX�XLIMV�WEPIW��TVS½XW�
ERH�XE\IW�TEMH�GSYRXV]�F]�GSYRXV]�JSV�IEGL�
jurisdiction in which they operate. Such 
½RERGMEP�XVERWTEVIRG]�[SYPH�RSX�QIVIP]�
advance tax justice but additionally protect 
human rights by also curtailing the activities 
SJ�GVMQMREPW�WYGL�EW�XIVVSVMWXW��QSRI]�
PEYRHIVIVW��ERH�XVEJ½GOIVW�MR�TIVWSRW��HVYKW�
and weapons.

8LIWI�GLERKIW�QYWX�FI�MQTPIQIRXIH�F]�
XLI�KSZIVRQIRXW�SJ�XE\�LEZIRW�ERH�SXLIV�
rich countries, which will continue to 
QSZI�JSV[EVH�WS�PSRK�EW�XLIVI�MW�WYJ½GMIRX�
TVIWWYVI�ERH�WYTTSVX�JVSQ�XLIMV�TSTYPEXMSRW��
8E\�HSHKIVW�ERH�XLIMV�FEROIVW��PE[]IVW��
accountants and lobbyists can help by not 
STTSWMRK�SV�WYFZIVXMRK�XLI�RIIHIH�VIJSVQW�
ERH�F]�GSPPEFSVEXMRK�XS[EVH�XLI�JSVQYPEXMSR�
and EGGITXERGI�SJ�IXLMGEP�WXERHEVHW�
KSZIVRMRK��JSV�I\EQTPI��XLI�GSRHYGX�SJ�
82'W�SV�SJ�MRXIVREXMSREP�XE\�PE[]IVW�ERH�
EGGSYRXERXW��%�QENSV�FVIEO�XLVSYKL�JSV�
½RERGMEP�XVERWTEVIRG]�MW�RS[�[MXLMR�VIEGL��
0IX�YW�IRWYVI�XLEX�XLI�TSTYPEXMSRW�SJ�XLI�
poor countries, whose basic human rights 
EVI�EX�WXEOI��TEVXMGMTEXI�JYPP]��Z
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pressures toward improving current government 
WTIRHMRK�TEXXIVRW�MR�TSSV�GSYRXVMIW��[LMGL�EVI�SJXIR�
distorted by corruption, bloated security apparatuses 

ERH�MRHMJJIVIRGI�XS�XLI�TSSV��-RWSJEV�EW�WYGL�IJJSVXW�
are succeeding, additional revenues would have an 
IZIR�PEVKIV�LYQER�VMKLXW�MQTEGX�XLER�'LVMWXMER�%MH�MW�
calculating. 
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6MKLXW�-RWXMXYXI��-&%,6-�8EWO�*SVGI�SR�
-PPMGMX�*MRERGMEP�*PS[W��8E\�%FYWIW��4SZIVX]�
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“The key to reducing the tax gap and consequent human 
rights deficit in the poor countries is global financial 
transparency”

“The first-line responsibility for unfulfilled human rights lies 
with the governments of the countries in which the poorer half 
live. But these governments are also poor.”


