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Around half of the world’s population is denied the right to an adequate standard of living.This will only be remedied if
their governments can secure adequate tax revenues from large companies and wealthy individuals. Reform of the rules
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Article 25 of the Universal Declaration “Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself
and of his family, including food, clothing, housing
and medical care and necessary social services,
and the right to security in the event of unemployment, sickness, disability, widowhood, old
age or other lack of livelihood in circumstances
beyond his control ... Motherhood and childhood
are entitled to special care and assistance. All
children, whether born in or out of wedlock, shall
enjoy the same social protection.”

country subsidiaries while increasing the
same periods.

and many other governments are poorer

developed countries have lost tax revenues

7

TAX JUSTICE FOCUS

FIRST QUARTER 2014 VOLUME 9 ISSUE 2

“The first-line responsibility for unfulfilled human rights lies
with the governments of the countries in which the poorer half
live. But these governments are also poor.”

according to current spending patterns, the
amount going into health services could save

that, in their audited annual reports and tax
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pressures toward improving current government
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governments receive similar cooperation.
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“The key to reducing the tax gap and consequent human
rights deficit in the poor countries is global financial
transparency”
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